PROCLAMATION
BY THE

Governor of the State of Cexas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

T em vetoing and filing with the Secretary of State House
Bill No. 652, passed at the recently adjourned Regular Session of the

Forty-Elghth Leglslature.

This bill, together with five other bills, to-wit, House
8111 No. 25, House Bill No. 497, House Bill No. 712, House Blll No.
310, and Senate B11ll No. 182, are all vetoed by me as part of a
general polley of protecting the State revenues during the present

omergency.

In my first message to the Forty-Eighth Legislaturs, I
stated:
Hp gtrict policy of ecomomy ghould be followed, &nd no
new taxes will then be necessary. I¥ willl be necessary
to meintain tax levies already in existenoe."
The Leglslature cooperated heartily with the polley announced in my
message. Appropriations werse reduced substantially and & stfict

policy of economy was adopted. No new taxes were levied. In

discussions with Members concerning this general pollcy of economy and

of maintaining the present revenues to the State, I announced generally
that I would veto any bill which had the effeet of reducing the present
pevenues. In the maintenance of that harmonious spirit of cooperation
between the Execuﬁive and Legislative Departments of our government,

1t 18 often necessary for each to repose & measure of confidenoe in the
other. This confldence should never be impaired by a breach of falth
on the part of either, directly or indirectly. The statements I have
made concerning the malintenance of present tax levies smount to‘a
commitment on my part to veto House Bill No. 65Z2. Whether wise or

unwise, the obligation has been incurred. It mwt be carried out.

In the Forty-Seventh Leglislature, & bill, of which Senator
Mauritz wes the author, remitting all ad valorem taxes to all the

counties in the State, was introduced., That bill, if it had beccme the
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law would havé reduced the State revenues by aome Tgn Million Dollara.
It would have become the law except that the Governor vetoed 1t. It
was passed ovér his veto iIn the Senate gnd only failed of such passage
by & narrow margin in the House. In the Forty~Eighth Leglslature,
Senator Mauritz introduced Senate Bill No. 153, which provided the State
tax on. property shall never exceed 174¢ on the OnevHundred Dollar
valuation. This would reduce tﬁa State ad valorem tax by one half and
would cause a losé in State revenues of Filve Million Dollars per year.

We had a deficit In the General Fund when the Leglslature
convened last January of approximately Thirty-One Million Dollars. I
felt keenly the responsibility fqr preventing any increase in that deflcite
I expressed the belief to the Leglslature in the message referred to,
that the deficlt would be substantielly decreased by following a vigorous
program for the collection of taxes and by economical functioning of

the agencies of the State government. The achievement of this objective

would not permit a decrease of Five Million Dollers in the Genefal Fund
of the State by remitting one half of the ad valorem taxes to all the .
counties., In my effort to prevent-passage of the Mauritz bill, I
announced publicly that I would véto all tax remlssion bills, and there
is now no alternative except to comply with the commitments which I
have made.

House Bill No. 652 reached my office less than ten days before -
the end of the Regular Session of the Forty-Eighth Legislature, In
accordance with ths Constitution, 1t is being filed with the Secretary of

1

g tate together with thi roecl
IR i Sogether itk u) 8 proclamation.contalnlng my objections to the bill,

ISECRETARY OF STATE IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto aiéned my

name officially and caused the Seal of State
to be affixed hereto at Austin, this the 20th

2, day of May, A. D., 1943,
GOV%%NO% 0;3 %

2610



